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Student Name:  ________________________________________ 

Today’s Date: _______________________________________ 

 

Ar st: _________________________________________ 

Name of Artwork: ______________________________________ 

Date of Artwork: _______________________________________ 

Size of Artwork: ______________________________________ 

Medium of Art work: __________________________________ 

 



Initial Reaction 

1. What is your first impression of this artwork?
________________________________________________ 

2. What does this image remind you of? Is there anything 
that you recognize? 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

3. What emo onal reac on do you have to this artwork? 

________________________________________________ 

4. What puzzles you?  What are your ques ons? 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

5. Can you make any personal connec ons with this art-
work? ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

6. What would you ask the ar st/designer?  

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

When you see art (of any kind) try to express your ini al reac on in words.  
Use these ques ons to help you understand what your reac on is and why 
you reacted the way you did. 
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Ongoing Reflec on 

Reflec on occurs throughout the cri cal analysis process, whether 
you are examining your own works or the works of others. 

1. In what ways do you feel this work is success-
ful? _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

2. In what ways would you change the work to im-
prove it? _________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

3. How did the work affect the audience? Was it 
the way the ar st intended?  _________________ 

_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

4. How would you alter this work for a different 
audience, or to send a different message? 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________



Try to figure out what the ar st has done to achieve certain effects.  
Refer back to your ini al reac ons. 

Analysis and Interpretation 

1.  What is the medium, technique and/or process? 
(EXAMPLES— paint:  acrylic , oil, watercolour;  sculpture: soapstone, marble, wood;  
photography:  film, digital, Photoshop) 

________________________________________________ 

2. What elements of design are most significant in this 
work?  Use adjec ves to describe their par cular quali es. 
(dull colours) 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

3. What Principles of Design are most significant in this 
work?  ___________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

4. What do you think is the theme or subject of the work? 
(i.e., What is the ar st trying to communicate, and why? or, in reflec ng on your 
own work: What did you intend to communicate, and why?) 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
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1. How effec vely does the ar st select and combine ele-
ments to achieve an intended effect in this work? (i.e., What 
works and what doesn’t work, and why? _______________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

2. Has your point of view shi ed from your ini al reac on? 
If so, how has it changed? Why? ______________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

3. In what ways does the ar st evoke joy, sadness, or other 
emo ons in this work? ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

Expression of Aesthe c Judgement 

Compare your percep on of the art (a er reflec on and analysis) to 
your ini al reac on. Make connec ons to other works of art you have 
seen.   Consider the effec veness of aspects of the work. And reflect 
on whether you have learned anything that you can apply to their 
own work. 
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To extend your understanding of works of art in their context, you may also research the fol-
lowing: 

• the similari es and differences between specific works in the past and present 

• the way in which a work in the arts represents the perspec ve of individuals within a specific 
cultural group 

• examples of other works created in the same period 

• the expecta ons and ar s c preferences of audiences at the me the work was created 

• the ini al recep on of the work by cri cs 

• the responsibility of an audience, including basic points of audience e que e and the individ-
ual’s responsibility to acknowledge any personal biases that may influence his or her response 
to a work (e.g., cultural biases or past experiences with the arts) 

1.  What social, poli cal, and historical events may have in-
fluenced the ar st in this work? (think about inven ons/wars) 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

2. What cultural movements, events, or tradi ons or other 
works in the arts may have influenced the ar st? 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

What events in the ar st’s life may have affected the crea-
on of the work? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Consider how aspects of an ar st’s life can have a bearing on his or her works 
and on the interpreta on of those works. 

Considera on of Cultural Context 

5. Why do you think the ar st created this work? 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

6. What message or meaning do you think the work con-
veys? 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

7. What do you feel is the ar st’s view of the world? 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

8. How does this view match or contrast with your own view 
of the world? Explain. 
________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 



Elements of Design: 

 Texture—actual or simulated 

 Shape—organic & geometric 

 Form—how all the pieces work together 

 Space—3D, posi ve and nega ve 

 Line—implied (edge of desk) or any type of drawn line 

 Colour—red, yellow... 

 Value—light and dark 

Principles of Design 

Balance (Symmetrical-same, Asymmetrical-different, Radial-round) 

Emphasis ( something “jumps” out at you) 

Rhythm—Repe on (objects/shapes that occur again & again) 

Variety (mix it up!) 

Movement (how your eye moves) 

Pa ern (like wallpaper) 

Propor on (a huge mouse against a ny elephant) 

Unity—Harmony (everything working together) 

Analysis and Interpretation 

This list will help you discuss the ar st’s use of the Elements and 
Principles of Design. 
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Adjec ves that can help you describe the Elements of Design. 

 

Texture 

 tacky, simulated, sandy, so , furry, smooth, prickly, bumpy, 
 rough, shiny, s cky, wet, velvety, corrugated, leathery 

Shape/Form 

 distorted geometric organic, linear, flat, free form,  

 biomorphic, massive, closed, open, light, heavy 

Space 

 flat, deep, nega ve, posi ve, ambiguous, open, shallow, 
 posi ve 

Line 

 broken, freehand, meandering, curved, straight, fuzzy,  

 interrupted, ruled, short, diagonal, horizontal, ver cal, thin, 
 think, controlled, blurred, wide 

Colour 

 cool, warm, brash, clear, primary, secondary, triadic, compli
 mentary, ter ary, calm, pale, bright, mul coloured, exci ng, 
 grayed, dull, polychrome, greyish, muted, subdued, heavy, 
 opaque, translucent 

Value 

 light, dark, bright, dull, dynamic, grey 


